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which seems to be found only in the Crimea, the cord3
instead of going to or through the centre of the net, is
threaded round the circumference. The result is that the
net, when pulled in, is drawn into the shape of a purse*
In many cases in which the use of the cast-net is recorded
there is no description of the net., so that it is impossible to
plot the distribution of the several types with any great
accuracy. It seems, however, that the first and simplest
type is confined to inland and out-of-the-way regions, while
the second type, that with the marginal pockets, has a
general distribution over the whole area within which the
cast-net is known, including that of the third type, that with
the central ring. This latter type seems to be confined to
North Africa, Palestine, and parts of Europe, India, and
America, but not to be known in Egypt.
The area of the cast-net as a whole includes the whole of
Europe except, apparently, North Russia; the whole coast of
North Africa; the coast of West Africa from Senegal to
Angola, with some extension up the great rivers. It is found
in Madagascar and sporadically in East Africa, but in South
Africa is altogether absent. In Asia it is found in Palestine
and Mesopotamia, India, China, and Japan, and is probably
general in South-east Asia, and widespread in Indonesia,
Micronesia, and Melanesia. In Polynesia, however, it is
rare, and in Australia apparently unknown. In America it is
general in the West Indies, and found in many of the eastern
states of the U.S.A., especially the coasts of Florida and
Texas. In the west, however, it is found only in California.
In South America its use seems to be confined to Brazil.
As regards its origin, it seems to be generally agreed that
it was introduced to the New World by Europeans, and that
its introduction to Polynesia is recent. As regards Africa,
in the Gold Coast the god who is the patron of fishing
carries a cast-net as a symbol of office. In spite of tMs
Professor Lindblom concludes that it was introduced to

